LESSON #81  (8-7-12)
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The Passover was a foreshadow of the cross and a great illustration of God providing a way of deliverance for everyone while setting the terms for how deliverance is received. Only those who believed in God’s instructions and applied the blood to the door post were saved. The death of a sacrificial lamb, the cross, saved no one. The blood had to be applied to the door posts and that took faith in God’s promise. 

2 Peter 3:9   The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

How could the Lord not be willing that any should perish if He purposely did not die for their sins on the cross? No one would presume this to mean that the Lord is not willing for the elect only to perish unless they impose on this verse a presupposition of limited atonement.

1 John 2:2 . . . and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 

"A natural reading of this verse, without imposing theological presuppositions on it, supports unlimited atonement. In fact, a plain reading of this verse seems to deal a knock-out punch to the limited atonement position. It simply would not make sense to interpret this verse as saying, 'He is the atoning sacrifice for our [the elect] sins, and not only for ours [the elect] but also for the sins of the whole world [of the elect].' ”
"[People] cannot evade John’s usage of “whole” (Greek: HOLOS). In the same context the apostle quite cogently points out that “the whole [HOLOS] world lies in wickedness” or, more properly, 'in the lap of the wicked one' (1 John 5:19, literal translation). If we assume that “whole” applies only to the chosen or elect of God, then the 'whole world' does not 'lie in the lap of the wicked one.' This, of course, all reject.   Walter Martin, Essential Christianity (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, '80), p. 55.
We must also ask, How can the Holy Spirit have a ministry to the whole world in showing men their need for Jesus Christ (John 14-16) if the death of Christ does not make provision for the whole world? Jesus said in: 

 
John 16:7-11  But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  
8) When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9) in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me;  
10) in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer;  
11) and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. (emphasis added). 
Notice in this passage that “the world” is clearly distinguished from “you.” Yet the Holy Spirit is said to bring conviction on the world. And one of the things the Spirit convicts the world of is the sin of not believing on Christ (v. 9).

Are we to conclude that “the world” that is convicted of unbelief is the world of the elect? If so, then Satan, the “prince of this world”, v. 11, same context, must be the “prince of the elect.” No wonder John Calvin says of this passage: 
 “Under the term world are, I think, included not only those who would be truly converted to Christ, but hypocrites and reprobate.”  John Calvin, Commentary on John’s Gospel (Grand Rapids: 
Baker Book House, 1949), vol. 2, p. 138: Chafer Theological Seminary Journal, '96 (2) (15). Fountain Valley, CA: Chafer Theological Seminary
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1 John 4:14   We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world. 

John 1:29   The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
John 12:47   If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 
Universal terms such as “world” should not be restricted in contexts that speak of the atonement. It is true that words like “all” and “world” are sometimes used in Scripture in a restricted sense (e.g., Luke 2:1 OIKOUMENE, not KOSMOS).  
But context is always the determining factor in how these words should be understood. Theologian Robert Lightner correctly observes:

“Those who always limit the meaning of those terms in contexts that deal with salvation do so on the basis of theological presuppositions, not on the basis of the texts themselves.”
The scholarly lexicons, encyclopedias, and dictionaries that know nothing of the meaning “world of the elect” for th e biblical word “world” (KOSMOS) include: 
•
Kittel’s Theological Dictionary of the New Testament.

•
Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words.

•
Vincent’s Word Studies in the New Testament.

•
Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament.

•
Souter’s Pocket Lexicon of the New Testament.

•
The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge.

•
Hastings’ Dictionary of the Bible.

•
The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.

•
The New Bible Dictionary.

•
Baker’s Dictionary of Theology.

•
Arndt and Gingrich’s A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament.

According to a study done by Norman Douty, no major lexicon or theological dictionary reduces the term KOSMOS to a synonym for the elect. Douty goes on to say: 
"All of this is disastrous for the advocates of Limited Atonement. They have ventured to set themselves above the combined scholarship of our lexicons, encyclopedias and dictionaries, when they have ascribed a further significance to the word 'Kosmos', which will support their theological system.”     Norman F. Douty, The Death of Christ, (Irving:  William and Watrous, 1978), 44–45.
"When a Limited Redemptionist is willing to ignore the standard reference works, ignore the plain sense of the texts, and ignore the fact that his doctrine is unsup-ported by a single explicit mention in Scripture, one can be sure that he has come to the Bible with his mind already made up."    Vol. 9: Conservative Theological Journal, '05 (27) (253). Fort Worth, TX: Tyndale Theological Seminary
1 Timothy 1:15    It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.
Note, there is no distinction made between elect and non-elect sinners.
Hebrews 2:9   But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.
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"The Greek word 'everyone' (PANTOS) is better translated 'each.' If it be asked, why use the word pantos (each) rather than PANTON (all), we reply that the singular brings out more emphatically the applicability of Christ’s death to each individual man. Christ tasted death for every single person."  Vol. 2: Chafer Theological Seminary Journal, '96 (2) (6). Fountain Valley, CA: Chafer Theological Seminary.
2 Peter 2:1   But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
"We are told that Christ even paid the price of redemption for false teachers who deny Him. Erickson notes that: 

"2 Peter 2:1 seems to point out most clearly that people for whom Christ 
died may be lost …. there is a distinction between those for whom Christ died and those who are finally saved."  Erickson, Christian Theology, p. 831.
Calvinists claim that if Christ died for the sins of those who reject the gospel, then He isn’t sovereign and man would have more power than God. But it is not a matter of power. 

God is always in charge, He offers salvation on His terms. That multitudes reject Him does not give them the upper hand, but sends them to hell.

 

2 Corinthians 5:14 . . . or the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died;
All mankind is born spiritually dead because of Adam’s sin, therefore, One died for the same "all" (all mankind) who are born spiritually dead. 

The benefits of Christ’s death are referred to in some verses as belonging to God’s “sheep,” His “people,” His “church”, etc. The allegation is that Christ died only for these groups who are the elect.  
We would not deny that He died for these groups, but we do deny that He died for only these people and not the rest. Certainly if Christ died for the whole of humanity, there is no logical problem in saying that he died for a specific part of the whole.

"The 'limited' passages are just emphasizing one aspect of a larger truth. In contrast, those who hold to a limited atonement have a far more difficult time explaining away the 'unlimited' passages."  Lightner, p. 166.
"As a basic principle of biblical interpretation, it is critical to recognize that the Scriptures do not always include all aspects of a truth in any one passage. Consider the fact that Christ is called the Savior of the Israelites in a number of verses. If it is legitimate for particular redemptionists to cite certain verses in isolation to 'prove' that Christ died only for the elect, then it could be argued with equal logic from other isolated passages that Christ died only for Israel (cf. John 11:51; Isaiah 53:8), or that He died only for the apostle Paul (for Paul declared that Christ 'loved me, and gave himself for me'— Galatians 2:20, emphasis added)."   Lewis Sperry Chafer, “For Whom Did Christ Die?” Bibliotheca Sacra, Oct.-Dec. 1980, p. 323
Simply because a particular verse only mentions God’s salvation to one group does not mean that God’s salvation is to be restricted to that group only. 
LESSON #82  (8-9-12)
There are three objections that are often raised in opposition to the doctrine of unlimited atonement. But they are easily answered. 
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1. Objection: If Christ died for those who go to hell, what benefit have they from His death? 

Answer: We could just as well ask, What good did the bitten Israelites obtain from the brazen serpent to which they refused to look, Num. 21:8-9? None, of course, but never-theless God received the glory for being a God generous enough to make provision for them.

2.  Objection: If satisfaction has been made for all, how can any go to hell? 

Answer: God has provided atonement for all, but He has stipulated that this atonement becomes effective only for those who exercise faith in Jesus Christ. Deliverance from doom depends not on the atonement alone, but on the reception of it. It is a fact that human beings can starve in the presence of a free feast if they refuse to partake of it. 

3.  Objection: Why would God have Christ die for those whom He, in His omniscience, knew would never receive His grace provision? 

Answer: We could just as easily ask a similar question in regard to numerous other events in Scripture. For example, Why did God send Noah to preach to his contemporaries if he knew they would not listen, 2 Peter 2:5? Why did God send the prophets to preach to the rebellious Israelites, knowing that on many of those occasions they would refuse to listen? The fact is, God made a provision for all people because He is a benevolent God. 
There is no clear reference to Limited Atonement in the Bible. It is an inference from a System of Theology. Vol.9: Conservative Theological Journal '05 (27)(256–257), Fort Worth, TX: Tyndale Theol Sem.
•
It runs contrary to many explicit statements of Scripture.

•
It depends upon a departure from normal grammatical-historical interpretation, and so ought not to be held by dispensationalists.

•
In making the atonement the only instrument of securing our salvation, it makes salvation “through faith” virtually meaningless.

•
By making saving faith an effect, rather than a condition of salvation, Limited Atonement faces the philosophical problem of having God choose to provide salvation for less souls than He could have. This runs the Reformed believer into serious trouble when dealing with the problem of evil and the goodness of God.

•
It rides roughshod over all the standard reference works in its singular definition of world (KOSMOS) as “the elect.”

•
If Christ only died for the elect then we can’t tell an unsaved person (who may be non-elect) that God loves him, and that Christ died for him. John 3:16 may not refer to him.

•
Again, if Limited Atonement is true then plainly the non-elect person, when he rejects Christ, is actually doing God’s will. How, then, can God justly condemn him?

•
It makes Jn 3:16, 1 Tim. 2:4–6; 2 Pt 3:9, etc. read as pointless tautologies: 
"needless repetition of an idea, especially in words other than those of the immediate context." Wikpedia. 

LESSON #83  (8-14-12)   "L"IMITED ATONEMENT CONCLUSION: 
Christ paid for Adam’s sin which brought death upon all, so in paying that penalty, Christ frees all who will receive the salvation He offers. Christ is called “the last Adam” in 1 Cor. 15:45.
Salvation cannot be offered to anyone for whom Christ did not die, yet it is to be proclaimed to all, “Preach the gospel to every creature”, Mark 16:15.
How could Paul tell the Philippian jailor to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and he would be saved if limited atonement is true? He would have no way to know if he was one of the elect or not. 
How could he tell the large audience at Antioch, “to you this word of salvation was sent”, Acts 13:26?  Surely not all of them were elect.
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Calvinists claim that the blood of Christ was wasted if it was shed for those who would not believe. Christ said to those who were mocking Him on the cross, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do”. How could the Father forgive them except on the basis of His blood being shed for their sins?

“Out of His great grace He has elected some of the fallen race of men to 'everlasting salvation' (Isa. 45:17), 'to the praise of the glory of His grace' (Eph. 1:4-6). The rest He leaves in their sins to the praise of the glory of His justice.” Five Points of Calvinism, Beck, p.37 

Nowhere does the Bible declare that God doesn’t love and desire the salvation for all. Nowhere in Scripture is there any indication that God’s love and salvation are limited to a select few.

How can a just God hold sinners responsible for rejecting the gospel when 1) Christ did not die for them and 2) it’s impossible for them to believe apart from God supernaturally giving them the faith to believe which He withholds? 

I :   IRRESISTIBLE GRACE 
   

This is a false teaching alleging that if you are one of the fortunate ones that God chose to save, you will receive the faith to believe the gospel and you will believe whether you want to or not.  You have nothing to say about it. 

The truth is, Christ died for all and God provides common grace for all mankind so that they can understand the gospel.  Their choice to reject or accept the gospel determines their eternal destiny, Matt. 16:16-17, John 16:8, 1 Thess. 1:5.
“The glorious gospel has been simmered down to be only a. divine anticipation of salvation and not an application; as potential salvation and not the powerful salvation that it is (Rom. 1:16) . . . note it is the Gospel, not the faith of the believer, that brings salvation to the elect believer . . . nothing can stop it . . . If God’s grace can be successfully resisted then God can be overcome.”      Frank B. Beck, The Five Points of Calvinism, p. 39
Romans 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
Calvinists keep being confused because they keep making sovereignty and power the issue in salvation. The Calvinist’s God allows mankind no freedom of choice. He is so sovereign that he chooses who will and who won't be saved and then, He imposes grace and faith on those He decides to save.  

“Omnipotent power has nothing to do with grace or love or bestowing a gift. Indeed, just as God himself cannot force anyone to love Him (a coerced response is the opposite of love), so it would be the very opposite of grace to force any gift or benefit of 'grace' upon anyone who did not want to receive it.”      Dave Hunt, What Love Is This?, p. 281 

The power of the gospel lies in the fact that God uses it to save lost sinners who accept it. Its power is not like a ray gun that saves only those who are targeted by it. God does not aim the gospel at a person, pull the trigger, and they receive the faith to believe.

LESSON #84  (8-16-12)   
Calvinists say, “it is the Gospel, not the faith of the believer, that brings salvation”. They say this because they don’t believe anyone can have faith in Christ, it must be given to them by God. However, what does the scriptures say?  
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Galatians 2:16  . . . a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus . . .
Galatians 3:22  But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise [of salvation] by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.

Romans 4:5  But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness . . .
Romans 3:28  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith
Romans 5:1  Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ . . .
Philippians 3:9  the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith . . .
John 3:18  He who believes in Him is not judged

John 3:36  He who believes in the Son has eternal life

Ephesians 2:8  For by grace you have been saved through faith
The Calvinist claims that God’s grace cannot be resisted. Of course, most believers say it can. Look at the millions who resist the gospel every day. Ah, but the Calvinist says, they cannot resist what was never extended to them. Therein lies the rub!
The Calvinist quotes the following verse to prove that man cannot receive Christ from his own free will.
John 1:12-13   But as many as received [active voice] Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe [active voice] in His name,  13) who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Salvation is from God, through faith in Christ. We don’t inherit it from our parents, we can’t will ourselves to be saved, nor can we will someone else to be saved. This means simply that the power to produce the new birth does not rest with anything or anyone but God.  
Making choices: 

 “Irresistible Grace does not take away the natural liberty which the will has from creation, but the depravity of it only, knocking off it fetters, but not destroying its nature.” Christopher Ness, An Antidote Against Arminianism, p. 85
This seems to be saying that man has free will in all matters except eternal salvation. 
Philippians 1:29   For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake . . .

 “Scripture teaches that grace not only makes it possible for man to believe, giving him the power to believe, but that it creates the very act of faith (Phil. 1:29 'Unto you it has been given . . . to believe in Him)'. If grace does this and it is universal, (and not only for the elect) then why does it not create saving faith in all men?” F. Peiper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 2, p. 32

Calvinists choose this verse to prove limited atonement, alleging that God grants salvation only to those for whom Christ died.

“Suffering for Christ was not to be considered accidental or a divine punishment. Paul referred to a kind of suffering that was really a sign of God’s favor. The Greek word echaristhē, translated 'granted,' is derived from a word which means 'grace' or 'favor.' Believing on Christ and suffering for Him are both associated with God’s grace.” 
Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1985). The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Php 1:29–30).
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Paul was writing to the Philippians believers but just because he told them that it was granted to them to believe in Christ did not mean that it was granted to them and no one else.

Hebrews 12:1-2  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also . . . 2) fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3) For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
Calvinists use verse 2 as a proof to substantiate their belief in limited atonement. They claim that Jesus is the author, i.e. the originator, of the faith one must have to be saved. It is Jesus who produces the faith, not the unbeliever.

First, let’s look at the context of Hebrews 12. What is it about? It is about spiritual endurance and divine discipline. Nothing in it speaks of eternal salvation, it is all experiential. The previous chapter (11) focuses on the great heroes of the faith who were experientially sanctified by trusting in God. “By faith” is used twenty times in that chapter and not once does it refer to eternal salvation.

Author:    What does this word mean”?
■  noun

1.   a writer of a book, article, or report.

2.   an originator of a plan or idea.
■  verb be the author or the originator of.
  (2004). Concise Oxford English Dictionary (11th ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

ἀρχηγός, οῦ, ὁ 
①  one who has a preeminent position, leader, ruler, prince
②  one who begins something that is first in a series, thereby providing impetus for further developments
③  one who begins or originates, hence the recipient of special, originator, founder
       Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other early 

      Christian literature (3rd ed.) (138). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Jesus certainly holds a preeminent position and is the founder and originator of the Christian faith.

“The word “author” . . . suggests that Jesus “pioneered” the path of faith Christians should follow. He also “perfected” the way of faith since He reached its end successfully.” Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., Dallas Theological Seminary. (1985). The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Heb 12:1–2).
Perfector:     One who is entirely without fault or defect that satisfies all requirements. 
τελειωτής:   One who brings something to a successful conclusion, perfecter 
“Hebrews 11 has given several illustrations of πίστις from the host of believers before Christ. In 12:2 Jesus is set forth as the One in whom this host may be seen in prototype (aρχηγός) and also as the One who has “brought” believing “to completion by His high-priestly work.”   Vol. 8: Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 1964- (G. Kittel, G. W. Bromiley & G. Friedrich, Ed.) (electronic ed.) (86). Grand Rapids, MI
Faith:  

1 a : allegiance to duty or a person : loyalty                                                                                                                     

1 b (1) : fidelity to one’s promises

      (2) : sincerity of intentions

               Merriam-Webster, I. (1996). Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary (10th ed.).

LESSON #85  (8-21-12) 
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tς  πίστις:    The faith   
1.  That which evokes trust and faith; the state of being someone in whom confidence can be placed, faithfulness, reliability, fidelity
2. State of believing on the basis of the reliability of the one trusted, trust, confidence,
3. That which is believed, body of faith/belief/teaching 
Jesus is the author and perfecter of the faith, that which is believed, Bible doctrine. The Calvinist cannot claim that He is the perfecter of our faith regarding the gospel because the non-elect are unable to have faith in Christ.
The doctrine of Irresistible Grace claims that God irresistibly gives faith to those God chooses to save, and of course, withholds it from those He chooses not to save. The following verse is their “go to” verse to substantiate their claim.
Ephesians 2:8-9    For by grace  [F]  you have been saved  [per. pas. part. M.]  through faith [F]; and THAT  [demonstrative pronoun, nom. sing. neuter]  not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9) not as a result of works, that no one should boast. 
They claim “THAT” refers to faith and not to grace or salvation. Normally when “that” is in the neuter gender, it must modify a word in the neuter gender, but if there are no words in its gender in the sentence, it refers to something mentioned in the context immediately preceding.

What is the context of the four verses preceding verse 8? It is clearly the grace of God providing salvation, the word “faith” is not even mentioned.

If no one could believe in Jesus Christ apart from God giving us the faith to believe, then the words “faith” and “believe” would have to be in the passive voice. But these words are always in the active voice, indicating that the person believing the gospel produced the action of the verb, not God.

Note that the following verse says that “you are unwilling”.  It does NOT say, “you are unable” to come to Christ.
John 5:40  . . . and you are unwilling to come to Me that you may have life. 
Matthew 23:37  "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.

Acts 7:39   Our fathers were unwilling to be obedient to him [Moses], but repudiated him
Irresistible grace demands that a person be regenerated before he believes saying that it is the regeneration that enables him to believe. This all takes place without the consent or even the knowledge that this has taken place. 

But no one in the Bible ever receives eternal life, God’s righteousness, or is born again or regenerated before they have faith in Christ. Regeneration is the result of faith, never the cause of faith! However there are scores of verses that show that faith comes before eternal life:

Acts 16:31   Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved . . . 

John 3:15-16   . . .so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.  16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
John 3:18   "He who believes in Him is not judged . . .
John 3:36   He who believes in the Son has eternal life;

John 6:47  Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.

LESSON #86  (8-23-12)  

  



                      GTGR,  120
John 11:26 . . . everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.

John 20:31  . . . these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.
Romans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,
Romans 10:9  . . . that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved

1 Corinthians 1:21  God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
Galatians 3:22   But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.

1 Timothy 1:16   . . . those who would believe in Him for eternal life.
1 John 3:23  his is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ,

1 John 5:13   These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.

These verses are clear; no one can be changed from an unbelieving sinner into a child of God without hearing the gospel. In response to faith in Christ, God creates spiritual life which we call the new birth. No one has this spiritual life until he has faith in Christ.

According to Calvinists, neither the non-elect nor the elect can be saved by hearing the gospel and believing it. The non-elect can never be saved because Christ did not die for them on the cross. So apart from God giving them the faith to believe, they are doomed. 

They say the elect will be saved but not by believing the gospel. They must be regenerated, born again by the Holy Spirit before they hear the gospel. But if they are born again before they hear the gospel, why do they need the gospel? How can one be saved without hearing the gospel?

The Bible says that faith comes from hearing the gospel. It doesn't say that faith is irresistibly infused into the elect by God.

Romans 10:17   So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
The idea that man is unable to receive the free gift of salvation through faith in Christ goes against the scriptures that tell us that we humans are made in the image of God.

Genesis 1:27   God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Genesis 9:6   "Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man.

P:   PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS   

“Definition: They whom God hath accepted in His beloved, effectively called, and sanctified by His Spirit, can neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace: but shall certainly persevere therein to the end and be eternally saved.” A. A. Hodge, Outlines of Theology, p. 542
What is meant by “fall away from the state of grace”?  Does it mean falling from our position in Christ or falling experientially from the standards of the faith set forth in the N.T. for church age believers?

We can’t say if we agree or disagree with the definition until we know the answer.
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What does “persevere therein to the end” mean? Does it mean all believer’s have eternal security based on the promises of God, or does it mean that all believers persevere in obedience and good works to the end of their lives?  
Louis Berkof gives us the answer in Systematic Theology, p. 546:

This implies perseverance of the saved;

“Perseverance may be defined as that continuous of the operation of the Holy Spirit in the believer, by which the work of divine grace that has begun in the heart, is continued and is brought to completion.”
The New Hampshire Confession of Faith:

“Such only are real believers who endure to the end . . . their persevering attachment to Jesus Christ is the grand mark that distinguishes them from spiritual professors.” 

The following verse supposedly says that one must endure to the end of his life in obedience and good words to be eternally saved. Those who don’t endure were never truly saved to begin with.
LESSON #87  (8-28-12)
Matthew 24:13   But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.

Of course it has nothing to do with eternal salvation, it addresses believers in the tribulation, if they survive till the end of the tribulation they will be delivered into the millennium. 

But the one . . . contrasts the believer who continues to apply doctrine with unbelievers and carnal/reversionistic believers.

who endures to the end . . . who consistently applies doctrine to circumstances. There will be so much deception in the Tribulation, and it will be so dangerous for believers, that just one lapse in judgment, one instance of believing a lie, will result in death. Our Lord was explaining this to the disciples so they would know how horrible the Tribulation will be. Not many believers will endure to the end of it.

If “will be saved” is salvific, meaning eternal salvation, then our eternal destiny depends on us enduring to the end of our life rather than believing the gospel. It cannot depend on both. 
If we are eternally saved by believing in Jesus, we will go to heaven whether we endure or not. But if we must endure to be saved, then we were not saved when we believed in Jesus. And wouldn’t their salvation be based on works?

The Calvinist would say, “No! Enduring in good works doesn’t save anyone. It only indicates that one is truly saved.”  What’s the difference?  Either way, if good works are missing, there is no salvation according to them.  They are basing assurance of salvation on producing good works rather than on God’s promise of salvation through faith alone in Christ alone. 

How can someone know if he is enduring/persevering or not?  How many good works a day must he do to meet the standard? How many a week? a month? a year? are required? If someone doesn’t meet the quota one day, can he make up for it the next day? What if a believer does ten good deeds in one day but also commits ten sins, do the sins cancel out the good works? How long can a believer “back-slide” before his salvation comes into question? 
If a true believer temporarily lapses from persevering but always snaps back before he dies, then there would never be a need for God to administer the sin unto death, would there? If there is no sin unto death for believers, why are believers warned about it in Rom. 6:16 and 1 John 5:16? 











            GTGR,  122
How can anyone be sure they are saved if they base their assurance on being able to endure rather than on the promises of God? Can any person be absolutely sure he or she will persevere to the end?

What does enduring or persevering till the end mean? If it means to persevere in good works and morality till the end of one’s life, can’t unbelievers do that? Didn’t the Pharisees do that?

How can someone have assurance of salvation based on endurance? Unbelievers can endure. If every true believer perseveres, why are there so many warnings in the N. T., like "don’t throw away your confidence", "don’t shrink back", "let us not lose heart in doing good", "don’t forsake assembling together", "do not harden your hearts"?  If every true believer perseveres, wouldn’t they ALL get rewards? If that is true, why are the rewards mentioned in Revelation 2 & 3 limited to those who overcome?  
LESSON #88  (8-30-12)
“Although saving faith may have lapses, it always has the quality of permanence."

MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments (A. Farstad, Ed.) (Mt 24:13).  
This quote seems to be contradictory. How can something that always has the quality of permanence have lapses?  Something permanent lasts; it doesn’t change. This comment was made regarding Matt. 24:13. Verses that are not salvific always become confusing and contradictory when they're interpreted as if salvific.  
Hebrews 13:5   Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,"

“[This verse] is equal to saying they will never become reprobate (a disreputable or immoral person one whose soul is believed to be damned).” Frank B. Beck, The 5 Points of Calvinism, p. 49
Of course this verse has to do with God’s faithfulness in providing logistical grace for believers, not that they will never become a disreputable or immoral.
1 Timothy 1:18-20   This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, 19)  keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. 20) Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.

“Hymendaeus and Alexander had shipwrecked faith and conscience. However this does not prove that they were ever saved.”  The implication is, one cannot be truly saved and have a shipwrecked faith.


“One can believe in Christ’s name without Christ (see John 2:23-25) and believe in vain (1 Cor. 15:2).”

John 2:23-25  Now when He [Jesus] was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing.  24) But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men,  25) and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.

Many say that these people believed in Christ but were not really saved because Christ did not entrust Himself to them, knowing that they were only professors of Christ. Therefore, they had a defective faith.

Anyone who believes in Christ is saved, period! It does not matter how much or how little faith they have. It only matters that they have the right object, Jesus Christ. 












            GTGR,  123
These people were saved but Christ did not entrust Himself to them because they wanted Him to take over as king and remove the Roman occupation. Christ knew they would not stick with Him even though they had accepted Him as their Messiah.

Can a person be a believer and not show it?

John 12:42-43   Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed [aorist active indicative]  in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue;  43) for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.

Acts 15:5   But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed [perfect tense] stood up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses."

LESSON #89  (9-4-12)
1 Corinthians 15:1-2   Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received [pres. act. ind.], in which also you stand [per. act. ind.],  2) by which also you are saved [pres. pas. ind.], if [1st class debater’s clause assumes something is true in order to prove it wrong]  you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.
Can a person put their faith alone in Christ alone and believe in vain?  Paul demonstrates that the only way that could happen is if Christ did not rise from the grave which would mean that there is no salvation for anyone and we are to be above all men pitied.

The Calvinist claims that a person can believe in Christ but if it’s not the faith that God gives, he is believing in vain. The proof that one has the faith that comes from God is when he endures in obedience and good works till the end of his life.
False teachers say that if God elected you to be saved, then you will persevere in good works till the end of your life. Those who do not persevere are not elect even though they profess Christ as their Savior.  Those people had a defective faith or maybe not enough faith because it wasn’t given to them by God. The following verse are given to substantiate this view.

James 2:19   You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. The demons also believe and tremble, 

The erroneous implication is, the demons have faith just like you and it didn’t save them, so that’s why they tremble. Really? Does this verse say that demons believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior? Does it have anything to do with eternal salvation?
The focus of 1 Corinthians 15 is the resurrection of Christ. Verses 1-2 set up Paul’s argument that there is only one way a person could believe in Jesus Christ and believe in vain and that is if Christ was not resurrected from the grave.


Calvinistic interpretation of this passage:
Hebrews 10:36-39    For you  [believers]  have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.  37)” for yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay”.  38) but my righteous one  [true believer]  shall live by faith; and if (3rd) he  [professor only; an unbeliever]  shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him  [because he is not elect].  39) But we  [true believers]  are not of those  [non-elect who have a defective faith]  who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul [persevere to the end].

Their comment:  
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“He who believes unto salvation, then, shall never fall away! The elect are in the new and everlasting covenant, have God’s fear placed in their hearts, and ‘they shall not depart from Me,’ saith Jehovah (Jer. 32:40).   p. 52
So let’s take a look at this verse they use to support what they said. 
Jer. 32:40   And I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from Me.
To see if or how this verse relates to Hebrews 10:38-39, we must ask some questions:

What is the context of this verse?  Read verses 37-43.

Who made this statement?

Who is he speaking to?

What covenant is referred to?

Does this verse have anything to do with Church Age believers?

Does it have anything to do with the Church Age?

How does his quote, “He who believes unto salvation, then, shall never fall away” square with the biblical account of people who are universally recognized as believers?

Did David fall away? Did Solomon? Did Abraham? Did Joshua? Did Moses? Did Jacob? 

Did Peter? Did Paul?
It is clear that Jer. 32:40 was taken completely out of context in order to prove the presupposition that all true believers persevere to the end of their lives in being good and faithful servants.


Hebrews 10:26-29    For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27) but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.  28) Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29) How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?
“The unsaved Hebrews had a “knowledge” of Christ as the only sacrifice, and turning away from Christ there was nothing left but certain judgment. There was no other sacri-fice to which they could turn. ‘But were they not sanctified by the blood of Christ?’ some-one asks. ‘Surely they were saved if they were also sanctified. Yet though sanctified they turned from Christ to a much sorer punishment then the law of Moses could mete out. 
I answer that one can be sanctified and not be saved. “p. 52
He goes on to reference 1 Cor.7:14-16 in order to prove one can be sanctified yet not be saved:

1 Corinthians 7:10-14  But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband 11)  (but if she does leave, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not send his wife away.  12)  But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, let him not send her away.  
13) And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, let her not send her husband away.  14) For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.
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There is a huge difference between being sanctified by the blood of the Covenant or the blood of Christ and being sanctified by a spouse in marriage.

These verses have nothing to do with eternal salvation. The Jews were strictly forbidden to inter-marry with unbelievers, Deut. 7:3. Paul was giving instructions to husbands and wives who had unbelieving spouses that they should not be put away. Their marriage was acceptable to God and their children were not the fruit of an unclean unionm but they are hallowed as the fruit of a hallowed union.
These verses were taken completely out of context in order to support the blasphemous statement that one can be sanctified by the sacrifice of Christ yet not be saved !
LESSON #90  (9-6-12)
Luke 22:31-33  "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat;  32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."  33 And he said to Him, "Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!"

Calvinists go to this verse to demonstrate that even if one of the elect falls away from the straight and narrow, he will most certainly turn back.  

“Had Peter gone right on (as Judas) would he have been an unsaved sinner in spiritual death? But the Lord turned him back and kept his soul from that death. Christ kept Peter saved. The same is true when a Christian is turned back to the truth, his soul is being kept from death. Not .that he [the Christian] was lost, but he would have been lost had not Christ’s prayers prevailed for him [Heb. 7:25, Christ’s intercessory ministry] as well as Peter, as they do forever.”  p. 53
The timeframe for this verse is just before our Lord was arrested, tried, and crucified. Satan could not make any headway in getting Christ off course to disobey the Father's Plan, but he could do so with the disciples. They were severely tested, "sifted like wheat", and they all failed the test. However Christ interceded for them in prayer and they turned back to the faith when they saw the resurrected Christ. Peter failed more than the others but after he saw the risen Christ, his faith was so strengthened that he was able to strengthen the other disciples.

Would Peter still be saved is he did not turn back to the faith? Of course! Salvation is not attained nor maintained by works. This verse is not about persevering to the end for eternal salvation, it is about how believers can recover from carnality and reversionism.  

The quote “Christ kept Peter saved”  suggests that Peter’s salvation depended on his behavior, an on him persevering to the end. But that bases salvation on works, the faithfulness of the believer rather than the faithfulness of God. The Calvinist would argue that the works and the ability to persevere come from God. It doesn’t matter, it would still be salvation based on works rather than faith.

A person’s soul is eternally saved the moment he places his faith alone in Christ alone.

John 3:36    He who believes in the Son has eternal life . . .   He does not have to wait till the end of his life to tell if he has persevered enough and is therefore qualified to receive eternal life or not. No believer’s soul is being kept from "death" when he turns back to the truth. Were that the case, his soul was not saved when he believed in Christ. It is not the soul that is saved when one turns from reversionism; it’s the body that is saved from the sin unto death.
1 John 5:11-13     And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  12) He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life.  13) These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know [v. ras] that you have eternal life.
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Any believer can know that he has eternal life based on the fact that he accepted the gospel. There is no way we can be assured that we have eternal life if we must persevere till the end. 

No one can know for sure that they will endure and not fall away from the faith. So how can the  Calvinist be assured that he has eternal life?

